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The Humble Application of the Lower Houſe of Convo- 

cation, to his Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, and their Lordſhips his Suffragans in Convoca- 

otthan, fſembies..--i! 2 l en fury 25 eh cnn N 


F Hereas in the Two late Convocations, many Diffe- 
\/ rences have ariſen between the two Houſes, con- 
VI cerning the manner of Synodical Proceeding; and 
principally concerning the Right then Humbly Claim'd by the 
Lower Houſe, of Holding and Continuing their Aſſemblies in 

the Intervals of the ordinary Prorogations and Continuations 
of the Convocation, made in the Upper; which Principal Dif- 
ference, as well as the other leſſer and dependent, remains yet un- 
decided, to the hindrance of the Intention and Buſineſs of ſuch 
Convocations, and to the great Diſturbance of the Order and 
Peace of this Provincial Church: And whereas we find, that 
the Courſe, which after other Endeavours, was heretofore pro- 
3 B BASS 6m poſed 
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poſed by the Lower Houſe, of Adjuſtiog the Matters in Di- 
ſpute by a Verbal Conference, was not thought fit to be con- 
deſcended to your Lordſhips, but became it Ref the Subject of 
' a new Queſtion. 

We therefore the Clergy of the Lower Houſe of the Preſent 
Convocation, out of our earneſt Deſire to have all ſuch Di- 
delt! at laſt RN. and ended, do 8 1 firſt and 

ips 
iſe and Pattraff Cbnkdet 
Fang the ker e due Lowe 


The . ala Pai, fe Numb. 11 4 * 


| Numb. II. Noveitler 13. 1703. 


The 4 wer of the Archbiſh and Biſhoz s\to the bur. 
| r the 227  Hoaſe of C He Dos 


W. are deſi irous, as much as in us lies.” to put an alto ' 
all Differences, and to preſerve a good Underſtand- 
ing between Us and You. 

As to the Point of Proroguing the whole Convocation by the 
Archbiſhop, with the Conſent of his Suffragans, that is a Right 
which we are in Poſſeſſion of, audi it has been dexiv'd to us from | 
our Predeceſſors. o Megiont 
And in Fact, we i it was fo fy from ade 
of former Convocations, that in them, Buſineſs of the greateſt 
1 has been Tranſacted, and brenghe to a nurn Con- 
eluſion. e 1 


In the Exerciſe, of this 8 vou may Allan your Alves 


that by God's. Bleſſing, all ſuch Metheds will be uſe by us, as 


after the moſt Impartial Examination; ſhall appear moſt con- 

ducing to Unity, and to the true ends of an 1 Convoca- 
tion, and of this! in particular. 5 © 

| 0 


10 this pu po we. > have ited a Committee of ſeven 
Biſhops to conſider of ſuch Methods, and to meet with ſame of 
your. Body, not 7 Fourteen, on the Fourteenth Inſtant, 
being Saturday, in the Organ- Room, at Ten in the Morning, to 
offer and receive © What may contribute to theſe ends. 


Nun. 1 November 14 178. 10 


5 4 Paper row FA Upper Houſe without 4 Tirle, Read * 
Deliverrd to the C ommittee of the Lower. | 


, * AT e Lower. "Hauſe" may meet in Committees 
to prepits e malen between. the Synodical Proroga- 


tions. | 
2. That when Buſineſ Hall be before the Convocation,” tlie 
Archbiſhop, with the Conſent of his Suffragans, will fo Order 
the Prorogations, that there ſhall be ſufficient and convenient 
time allow'd for the conſidering and finiſhing of it. 
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Numb, 1. N benen 18. 1702. 


u. GIS APO CTIN K 


The Reply of wy Lowes: Fwy of Cates 10 py 
Two Papers they ha ue lately 1 in e to 
their Humble- Apflirittiun. e e 


V Our Lordſhips Inclinations to peace, mente i in your fir 
I Fpaper, we hope we have given you no juſt occaſion to 
: think we ever Diſtruſted: Nor did we ever queſtion his < Grace's 
oer, eſpecially as he now claims it with the Conſent of His, 
Suffragans, to Prorogue the whole Convocation ; that is, to 
appoint a farther Day, on which the Whole Body ſhould at- 
tend: Nor could we imagine that ſuch a Power was 5 deft uive 
of the riding of a Convocation. 


— 


95 Fae 4 j * r => f - f i * 
e * 24 * 8. . 5 „ + „ A 1 B 2 3 0 & 4 14 A. + 4 . 4 But 
6 * 5 A N ＋ _ : = y — | 4 5 —_ * A "uy * 
\ 1 * 20 ac 3 Ak. \ A i * \ 3 C 49. 4 4 5 — „ 75 nne 1 11 e 1 


np 
3 
{ 


3 
7 1 
* 
5 5 
4 

i 4 


"a , A * | - ; < - j 1 "of 3 7 


N 6 „ 


But we humbly conceive that ſuch a Power is no way incon- 
ſiſtent with the Right claim'd by the Lower Houſe in their 
humble Application; to wit, the Right of holding their Aſſem- 
dlies, and continuing to Act as a Houſe in the Intervals of his 
GG . HHH 

Which Right, in our humble Opinion, is ſo Indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary to the Being of the Lower Houſe of Convocation (for of 
our own Houſe only we ſpoke, and hop'd to have been under- 
ſtood) and has been alſo of late ſo openly oppoſed, and with 
ſo much pretence of Authority deny'd, that we think we can- 
not Anſwer the Truſt repoſed 1n us, unleſs we continue to infiſt 
upon the Claim of it, and nſe our utmoſt Endeavours to 


bring this Queſtion to a ſpeedy and final Determination. 


A Method of doing this, is what your Lordſhips in your laſt 
Paper ſeem wholy to decline, tho it be the thing we chiefly and 
plainly aim'd at in our humble Application. And therefore we 

cannot but again make our humble Requeſt, that your Lordſhips 
will be pleaſed to offer ſomething more. effectual to the purpoſe 
we intended. e . 


The Anſwer to this Paper, ſee Numb. vn. 


x - „ r E ax 


Numb. V. November 18, 21. 1702, 
Among the Votes of the Honourable Houſe of Commons we found 


| Mercurij 18 Novembris. 1702. 


Order'd, That Mr. Attorney General do: Proſecute Mr. 
Lloyd, the Lord Biſhop of Worceſter's Son, for his ſaid 
_ Offences, after his Privilege as a Member of the Lower Houſe 
F Con voc ation is out. * - © Whereupon 
By the Lower Houſe of Convocation, Die Veneris 


a le 
| Order'd, That the Prolocutor, the Dean of Canterbury, 
Archaeacon Ottley, and Mr. Moor, do attend Mr. Speaker, 

P i — BEAs  - 
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A the Honourable Houſe of Commons, and return our Hum 
le Thanks to him, and to that moſt Honourable Houſe, for 
the great Favour to the Church and Convocation, which they 
hade on all Occaſions been pleaſed to Expreſs: And particu- 

larly for the late Regard, which they of themſelves, without 
ſuggeſtion, or ſolicitation, were pleaſed to have to the Privi- 
lege of this Houſe, in the Caſe of one of our Members, 


- 


who had the Misfortune to fall under their Diſplea- 


Jure. 


his was Read to Mr. Speaker at his Houſe Nov. 21. and 


the ſame Day in the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 
Reſolved, That this Houſe will on all Occaſions Aſſert the 


Von. 


6— 2 — — R * 
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Numb. VI. November 22. 1705. 


Lie Anſwer of the Archbiſhop and Biſhops of the Paper 
brought up by the Prolocator from the Lower Houſe, upon 


3 November 18. 1702. 


Y } ing of the Proceedings of both Houſes of Convocati- 
on, had fatisfy*d you, as they did us, becauſe we though that 
in them we had offered you what was ſufficient toward the 


X ending of the Differences that have been between us. 


| Wee cannot depart from the Archbiſhop's Right of Prorogu- 
ing the whole Convocation of the Upper and Lower Houſe, 
with the Conſent of the Suffragans, according to the conſtant, 


4 $ 


uſage, as it it appears in our At-Books. 


. * 


This Right you allow in general Terms, while you own that 
the Archbiſhop's Prorogation is the appointing a farther Day 
on which the whole Body ſhall meet: But you ſhould do well to 


take notice, that by the ſame Act, by. which the Convocation 


 isProrogu'd, the whole Buſineſs of. the, Conrocatton is likewiſe 
continued in the State it is then in; ſo that farther Day of the 


next Seſſion. _ 


m4 Clem, &. 5 


Juſt Rights and Privileges of the Lower Houſe of Convoca- 


E wiſh that the Propoſals we ſent you for the due Order- 


And 


65 1, Gollectzon, © 8 


An@the Right you Claim of continning to AQ as a Houſe, 
between the Days of the Archhiſhop's Prorogations, as in- 
diſpenſably necellary to the Being of the Lower Houſe, does 
(as we conceive) by immediate Conſequence” overthrow what 
yon had juſt before allow'd the Archbiſhop, whoſe Act cannot 

be ſaid to Prorogue the whole Convocation, if a part of it do's 
notwithſtanding remain in condition of "_ as 4 diſtin 

Houſe of Convocatian., |: 

Nor can we ſee how it ſhould be aeceſſary; to the Bein of the 
Lower Houſe, to continue to Act as a Houſe between the Days 
of the Archbiſhop's Prorogation, ſince all the Buſineſs of the 
Lower Houſe in former Convocations, and particularly the 
part they had in Reviſing the Book of Common- Prayer in 166 ly. 
was 3 by them, without any intermediate Actings, as a 
Houle, 1, , 

The Premiſes being well weigh'd, we do not find how . 
can admit” of your new Claim, ſince it would be plainly 76 
receed from a Right that we have always enjoy'd. 
We muſt there ore leave the Propoſals we ſent you to your 5 
farther conſideration; not doubting but that the Proviſton 
therein made for the Exerciſe of the Rights of both Houſes, 
will be very ſufficient for the doing Fa any Buſineſs abap is to be 

CONE? in Convocation. 
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Numb. VII. December 2. 1702. 
Re nt #3911 


To. the. In everend Ye" Archbifbop,.. 4 . the. N gle 
| 1 9 the Biſbops in 'C en Vocations Aerts led, BY 


N Prog f 8 
o Dir if 141 344 


The Humble A Ou and, Prad of : the Tete Hog 3 
4 BY bi Foals Fo Convocation." 11-37 20 * JONES af 
219 H 19 ; 10 00119507100) gez ot: 
Git Grace Steal Pens Lotdtipitityor? lalf Paper) Kavi 
4, again wav'd the making fuch a Propôſal to us, as by our 
Aut and repeated Applications we hop'd to have obtain'd; 
ey 1 f i to enter into 1415 Weg, with which 


195 Will by ry Table! 8 1 ted. we 
ith 20 EY 58 over the other in its 


N cannot, 0 her 
Ie "own 


f 


ach 1 . 
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ig Diſcourſe and Writings, as if we were Itl-affeetl- to the Me- 
trapoliticat; and Epiſcopal Rights of 10. Grace, and your. 


A Collettion, 1 7 


o a Eaofe.;" do there ref W at lake Crave leave i in al Hunfli- 
0 make this our following 5 Propo ofal. 
That your 7 Js and your ordhips will be pleaſed to 
permit us of the Lower Houſe, to joyn with your Lordſhps, in 
an hamble Addreſs, to the Queen, praying, That Her Maj jeſty 
out. of Her ;t Wager Re ard, 1055 the Peace and Good Order of 
the. Church, ou 1 O tak ke this Colltroverſy i Into Her 


Prince on. erat Lip ſuch Perſons,as She Her in 
bigh iſdom ſhall 5 ear, and finally Determine it. 


The nn to this 1 fe Numb. X. 
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b. de, 1 I, ot: 1703. 
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Te he moſt Reverend the! Archbiſhop, ind the Right Reve- 


rend the BY Dr 5 5 In c 5 OTE. 


"ht 710. 


is , | lamble ae, , "of 
18 91 


May it Pleaſe Your Grace and Tour rol to ie ok 35, 
E IA the Clergy of the Lower Houſe of ODT IE g. 
to our great Trouble found our ſelves Aſpers d both 


11 


"FR. 


' 


Lordſhips, have thought our ſelves Qblig”d: to make and ſign 
the Declaration here-under Written, and Humbly to lay it be- 
fore your Lordſhips, with our moſt humble Requeſt to 

your: Lordſhips, that you will not give any Credit t0 


Tock evil Supgelhions,. but diſcountenance all ſuch Perſons as 


ſnall be found ro be the Authors and Spreaders of ſuch infamous 
Reports and Libels: And that your Loxdſhips would be pleas d. 


to Order, That this our Declaration may bel enter d upon: 
your Lordſhips Books, there to remain as a Teſtimony of our 


Reſpect and Duty to your: Lordmmipte: and to the Sacred Order 


* Biſhop S. „ a "HQ 4.7 


"Where theClergy of the Lower Houſe of 6 3 5 
been by Diſcourſes and Writings of ſeveral Perſons, very Ma- 


liciouſty and Scandalonlly- Miſtrepreſented, as if they were 


5 of Presbytery 1 in oppoſition to Epiſcopacy, and were. 
Enemies to the juſt Rights, Priyileges, Prerogatives, and Ju- 


riſdiction of Biſhops over Presbyter s, as they are Eſtabliſh'd by 
the Laws of God, and of this Land. Now. 


. —r˖r es . ²˙ A rs ae = 


8 1 FY ove ' wont, XC. 


Now. leaſt ſuch perverſe and wicked Mis-repreſentations 
ſhould make any impreſſions upon the Lords the Bi 10ps, and. 
thereby prejudice them againſt their Presbyters, or create any 
Jealouſies and Diſtruſt in any of thoſe whom we Repreſent ; or 
- miſlead ſuch Perſons, who are leſs acquainted with our Princi- 
ples and Pretenſions, to conceive a falſe and ill Opinion of us: 
We haye thought it incumbent upon us to make this following. 
Declaration, and each of us voluntarily and freely to ſign the 

ſame; that it may remain upon our Books for our on juſt and 
HECENTTY THEMES: 3-5 Eo Ee oo ONE ee. 


XE whoſe Names are under- written, Members of theLower 


knowledge the Order of Biſhops, as Superior toPresbyters, to be 
of Divine Apoſtolical Inſtitution. That we neither have done, 
nor will do any thing knowingly or deſignedly, that may be to 
the Prejudice of the Rights and Privileges that are given to 
the Archbiſhops and Biſhops by the Conſtitution of this Church. 
That we are ready to pay all duty and reſpect to their Lord- 
ſhips, as of right we ought, and as becomes us with relation to 
their high Character and Station in the Church. That we do 
believe that none of us have claim'd, or do claim any other 
Rights and Privileges, than what they are fully perſwaded 
were enjoyn'd by our Predeceſſors, and which they conceive 
to be neceſſary to the very Being of the Lower Houſe of Con- 
vocation, and ſuch as in their Opinion may be continued to it, 
without any the leaſt Ineroachment upon the Rights of Epiſ- 
copal Fow er and Juriſdictioo n UI 


> 41 F "OY * 
4 > 1 


2...» The/ſame Day this Additional Addreſs was Preſented. © 
FiT "Hough the Scandals which extorted thePaper we have now 
1 deliver'd, might have juſtly and eaſily been deſpis'd by the 
Subſcribers of itz whoſe Affections to thè Eſtahliſned Church, 
and Zeal for ydur Lordſhips Order, are fufficientiy kxnown; 
yet they could not reſt contented, without endeaveuring to 
ſatisfy even the moſt unreaſonable of their Calumniators. 
hut finding both by publick Report, and by the Objections 
made to them in their own Houſe, that their well intended 
Declaration has been ſo unhappy, as inſtead of giving ſatisfacti- 
on, to occaſion new Offence; and that from having been tra- 
duc'd for allowing too little to Epiſcopacy, they are now ac- | 
cuſed of aſcribing too much to it, in the Clauſe which owns it 
of Divine Apoſtical Inſtitution, as if this were a Novel Doctrine, 
not. efficiently warranted by our Church. + © The | 


"'Y Houſe of Convocation, do hereby declare, That we ac- - 


ea, XC. 


Fbe Subſcribers: therefore have <bucchy'd; themſelves again 
oblig d to have Recourſe to your Lord ſnips for your Diredion 
and Aid, aud hive moved the Lower Houſe td Pray your 
Lordbips, as bereby we moſt humbly do; Phat in order to 
thesperfeck Settling of the judgment; both of them and af the 
reſt of our Communion; and for the more füre Affablihment 
of the Epiſcopal Order, your Lord ſhips would think it worthy 
your. particular Care, to take the aforeſaid Doctrine into your 
mature Conſideration. 5 

And if it ſha appear that the Subſcribers have not erred 
concerning it, as from unqueſtionable Authorities, they humbly 
preſume they have not; That your, Lordſhips Will be pleaſed 
(by what Declaration, or other Method mall to you ſdem 
teſt) to abett and ſupport the true Doctrine, and to diſcourage 5 


and repreſs the. contrar iN whether Arian or Far Opini- 
= ons. : —*— ene Troy | 526 
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Nuß. IX. 8 December, 8 177, LIP 
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Ther dnf Ales: of abe Pr Rien, of. the Pa tr 440 "TY 
Cu fir Aber tothe. . oft OY e e e 2 
Decem er 2. „ ob | 

E, ſeat) dowa, in _ png to you The beſt r means we 

” could think of, to put an end to that Argumentation, 
wherewith-you now la vod are tir d. We 9 of Opinion; 

that iß vo e thoſe Propoſals, they will be found ta An- 

ſwer ſufficiently all che Ends of: Buſineſs in th 12 mrotation. 

And we cannot go beyond them, without manifeſt In] 2 21 © Dur 

Colſtitytion, as an Epifcs al Church, c fl 24 195 b 

* Ve ex] C eck after theſ N jceſons, 8 ce ard þ | 

N hat in tc} might have: beed 208i tedmn; to 

tay ve. fort forte advances" ce Atcomm̃òdation made on 

Foot ya Fay "Bar iüſtead of that,” id hte paper you. laſt brought 

o dem to a to Sp reſsyour ſelves in 2 manner 

2 o Houfes t upon ech an Equality, as , udge in- 

e the Be Jal Anthorit and the Preik\cnty-of 

chÞi 5 over 501 e Co ation / Audfleads to ſuch 

che A n ney of Pregby l "tip! din! xhoit Biſnops, s che 

01 "of the Lower Hon W forick times Aver pic etendi d to- 

e are abundantly allted of her Majeſty's moſt tende r re- 

tare to We Pence,” and-good ordewof: the "Church, 3nd are N. 
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ry thankful to God, and to her Majeſty for it. But we cannot 
2 think it proper to trouble her Majeſty with this Controverſy +, 
F Since we believe it unneceſſary, after the Overtures We have 
. already made, and which we cannot exceed, it being not in our 
* power to part with any of thoſe Rights with which we are 
i Entruſted by the Conſtitution of our Church, and the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of che Realare ill | pos b bet 
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His Grace made the following Speech, and delivered a Copy of it 
1 Air. Proloewt or, TAC e 1 TY 1109 Nil Zlin 
Olnce you and your Brethren of the Lower Houſe of Convo- 

0 cation, brought up your vo laſt Papers, which, were, laid 
on the Table of this Houſe, there have been other Papers 

' brought up by diverſe Members of your Houſe, relating to the 
ſame matter with yours: Which being of great weight and 
moment, we have not thought fit to do any thing therein with- 
out, mature deliberation, and good Advice: And for this there 
will be a convenient Seaſon now in the Receſs which we mult 

—naeceſſarily make for the attending of our Ordination next Lord's 
Day, and the Holy time of Chriſtmas ſoon after following. 

1 We ſhall therefore reſerve this matter till we meet again. 

1 OO», The Paper refer d to by his Grace in the foregoing Speecng. 

| Too the muſt Reverend Father in God, the Lord Archbiſbop of 

1 Canterbury, and to the Right Reverend the Biſhops of 

., Province, Aſſembled in Convoetation. 

IJ Her eas there has been a Form of Declaration agreed up- 
1 VV on by the Lower Houſe of Convocation, to be Subſcrib'd 
by ſuch of the Members as mould be willing to do it, which 
mas ſince been Subſerib d by ſeveral of them, and preſented to 
your Gra ce and your Lardſhips, containing among other things 
15 this follo wing Propolition; We acknowledge the Order of 

t  *©'Biſhop s as Superior to Presbyters, to be of Divine Apoſtoli- 

= cal Traftitution, af the Legality of Paſſing which Declaration 

| + with cat, a Royal Licenſe we hore jſt Reaſon to doybr. And | 
whereas. in an Additional Addreſs preſents 


* tos 


| Addreſs p1 at the. 18 man 
wio.ith it, a ſuggeſtion; is made, as if the Subſcribers had been 
2424 aCcc"afed by fome Members within the Houle, of aſcribing too 
== mi ich to Epiſcopacy in the Clauſe above · mention d: We think 
. 6 5 our 
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Lecrzon, & 
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our ſelves bound to ſigni 

da übe bf s, bel REECE oder wat 

Ty ObjeRians againſt the Truth of the Doctrine contain'd in 
that Clauſe, but being juſtly appprehenſive of the Danger of 
making any Declaration of this Nature in Convocation with- 
out 2, Royal Licenſe, ſome of us did Object againſt the Legalit 
of Paſſing it; and we do now for our ſelves, and for all thoſe 
by whom we are impower'd, proteſt that we have not in any 


to your.-Grace, and your Lordſhips 
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wiſe conſented to the making of the ſaid Declaration,nor of the 


Additional Addreſs wherein your Grace and your Lordſhips are 
pray d to take the aforeſaid Declaration, into your mature Con- 


_ Hideration,in order to the doe (eteling the ſudgments of thoſe 


of our Communion, and the more ſure Eſtabliſhment of theEpiſ- 
copal Order. And we do further pray your Grace and your 
Lordmips, that this our Diſſent and Proteſtation may be ad- 


5 


mitted and enter'd into the Acts of your Houſe. 


We whoſe Names are under-written, do humbly pray your 
Grace and your Lordſhips, that all ſuch other abſent Members 


of the Lower Houſe of Convocatiqn, as ſhall bedefitous hereaf- 
ter to Subſcribe the e which we. have nom deli- 
vered, may have your Grace's' and Lordſhips Permiffion, to 


Subſcribe the fame, © when they ſhall offer themſelves ſo to 
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To the, Queen's moſt, Excellent Majeſty, The Humble Petition 


. the Lower Houſe. of | Convocation of the, Province of 
Te afiet 4 Ten 


| * 
FLY 'T a 1. 8 5 : - 
7 ; 1 * | 8 k d * 1 - 
1 7 


ears Interruption of holding Convöôca- 


, the year 1700) ſeyeral Queſtions concer ning the Rights and 
Liberties of the Lower Houſe; and particularly and chiefly 


this; Whether the Ordinary Prorogations, and Continnations 
ny...” I TY is Y : | | * | £4 8 | | . * = ; : 
made by the, Archbiſhap, in the Upper Houſe to a Day 
aſign's,” did Süſpend all Acting in the Lower Houfe for the 
m by UT END OT DE GLORY) TEAT TUOYT 03:09 FO fy 
mean : 


That this Queſtion among others having been firſt raiſed by 


the Upper Houſe, and afterwards Stated and Debated in Pa- 


pers between the two Houſes interchangably ; the lower Houſe 

humbly beſought. their Lordſhips. to enter into a Verbal Con- 
ference, for the more free Diſcuſſion, and ſpeedy . 
b 4 A CYST ONLY 5 "af 
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"© tions, there arofe conſequently (in that which was held in 
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of your Majeſty's Courts of Law 1 out fe Pano 


ferve Al 
jects, and out of your 5 50 Gracious and 
the Peace and gand Order of the Church, would vouchſafe to 


of the C ontro prexſy, 12 Figs our "humble Supplication was at, 


terly rel l Nie -and. new difficulties Crea- 
ted, 4585 cut % Ma our pe f eiiding the Diſpute i in chat 
Conyocation.. 


That in the ſucceeding, Gonvocatian, 8 me, Queſtion ſil 
took place and, natwithſtanding. our repeated. 9 we 


till, J. e Were x9, hope | for 5 et * 
iow Po. 8 it N © 1 v 5 15 abe 755 


0 their Lond! ups Judgn Wat, 48 0 At elr own auſe. 3 


That in this Convocztion begun in Jour 1 5 s moſt hap- 
py Reign, the Lower Houle, 9000-6 1 eo b e 
Q 
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tal, d cone on both des. to, be of the utmoſt. Impor- 
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e 19164 70 dec 2guittio e bog 93410) 
i "The dateien gf e hs word by el Lo 

Ae 1 Aut ALF Ee ona ain receiving, 1 
. Anſwer, fo n 501. es O la: to gropoſe 1 
J our On? bumbly preſuming on your 

Majeltics great Woe lar EG EF, bold to move their 1. xd- 
ſhips, that they would permit us to joyn with them, in 2 
Rp e e e 
Met alſo has been Declin'd by t ordtps; they 
Alledging that it ismot in their Power to part with' that their 


CP retended) Right. ; 


"Now whereas the Riglit Claim by your Petitioners Is of 


very great Conſequence," as they humbiy conceive and is 


veſted in them, as they are verily per ſwaded by che Conſtitu- 


tion of our Church; of which theyare ready to make 15 8 Proof, 


if permitted and whereas they are inform d that this Q 
on is of fach; a Nature, that it cannot be brou ght before 


therefore are enfarced. to flie for Protection and Relief to your 


Sacred Maj . and moſt Mund to Pray, 


That your Majeſty ont gf your Fine Tacting tion to pre- 
0 ſecure the . ghts.agd, Prijileges of Ut your. [a 
eculiar Regatd to 


call this Queſtion into your Royal Audience ; z and to Direct 


ſuch Examination and Determination of 1 Ibo, as Your ans in 
| 1005 high Wiſdom 72 thigk fit, 


r And go Fetittoners, as it in 41 Dity Pound, 


580 Legs | ſoar, ever 2 &c. 


_ bluoy? 10 b. TH" 
1. pleas? 4 her Majeſty te ” return hin woe Gra ine er, 


Win Conſider of your ne, Tg" 15 you an Anſiver to 
1 i as Wen 810 can. þ 
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the Preface to the Ports f Ordination in gur Church, } 
Aled Beeren, * as 7 we find 


Tris evident unto, al Men, diligently Reading Holy Scrip- 


c ture, and Ancient Authors, that from the Apoſtles time 


2 there have been theſe Orders of Miniſters i in Chriſt's Church, | 
| © piſhops; Prieſts, and Deacons. 

+ To this we have Subſcrib'd, this we have Tau ght, and ſh all 
by God's Bielhng continue to do lo, againſt all oppoſers Raby: 
ſoeter. : 15A 

But we conceive. a Royal Licenſe, we have not 


Authority to- Attempt, Enact, Promulge or Execute any Canon, 


"4 «Con ſtitution, or Ordinance Provincial, by whatſoever Name it 


© may be call oy OCR, ſhall Concern either Doctrine or Diſci- | 


mne. | 
== have ſirewise underſtood that this i is, the Opinion * di- 
verſe very Learned Perſons in the Lower Houſe, who for that 
Reaſon could not joyn in the late Declaration, though upon. 


all occaſions they have given undeulable Proofs of a Dutiful and 


Conſcientious regard ta the Rights of Epiſcopacy. 


However, WE cannot but take due notice of your Expr eſi- 


ons of great Zeal for our Order, and the Rights of it, and do 
hope that. you wi 4 e hereunto in Jour future Pro- | 
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uſe bad jaſt hopes, That the lies Profeſſion 
17 8215 a Majority of, them, of the venerable 


*. : 
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| Eſteem they have always had for your Sacred Order, would 
have been their ſufficient © Vindication from thoſe--injurious 
Aſperſions, which the Intemperance'of ſome pretended Zea- 
lots for the Archi-Epiſcopal Prerogative, had thrown. upon 
them: And that your Lordſhips moreover , would have 
thought it proper, and at this Time 


: | more eſpecially ſea- 
ſonable, to own and recommend that Opinion which holds 
Epiſcopacy to be not of human Inſtitutio . 
But to their great Wonder they find, that your Lord- 
ſhips upon this latter Article, with which you © chooſe to 
begin, are pleas'd to expreſs your ſelves with ſo much 
Caution, as by no. means to fatishie. the lower Clergy, that 
your Lordſhips do not diſſent from them, even in this 
They humbly conceive, that tho? your Lordſhips were 
reſtrain'd hy the Statute of 25. H. 8. from giving them 
your Opinion concerning any Ordinance to be made; which 
yet does not appear, and your Lordſhips mifrecite the Sta- 
tute: Yet to declare your Senſe concerning "any Truth of 
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1 
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19 
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Religion, ſpeculatively only, and without” requiring either. 
Aſſent or Obedience, is not forbidden by that Act: So'!they 
are informed by Perſons very learned in the Law. Howe⸗ 
ver it is not to be queſtioned, but your Lord ſhips might 
without the leaſt Suſpicion of Danger have ſignified 'your 
ſentiments in ſome ſuch manner as not to have-:left them 
doubttul ; either by avowing, concerning the Right of E- 
pifcopacy, as you ſeem to do concerning the Ahtiquity on- 
ly, this This you have taught, and ſhall by'Gods - Bleſſing don- 
tinue /o to do againft all Oppoſers, or at leaſt by ſaying that 
in that Matter you did not differ from us in your private 
Opinions; which to ſay in our own Houſe, one of thoſe 
very learned Perſons ſo highly applauded by your Lord- 
_ ſhips, Was not Mae „ e e 36519 dete 
4 The ſaid Majority of the lower Houſe are likewiſe) ſor- 
ry, that the Scandalous Reflections made upon them by 
ignorant and malicious Men, of which they complain'd to 
your Lordſhips; are rather likely to be confirm'd and kept 
in Countenance 22 Lord ſhips Anſwer. Since it takes 
ſo cold Notice. of a Declaration made by us with great 
Taal, and in your Lordſhips Apprehenſion, wich great Dan- 
- ger; and mentions your hopes concerning our future Pro- 
ceedings in Words ſo like an Admonition,' as if it were 
delign'd. to intimate, that our preſent Expreſſions of our 
Duty towards, your Order were - occaſional only, and our 
paſt. Behaviour had given juſt * Ground for the — 
e oi 9 ſo 


Dd * * 9 3 . 


ſo liberally beſtowed upon us. Whereas in Truth, the Char, 
rater under which the generality of us moſt commonly lye, 


, 26001690 viikb om il ron lean o 
We therefore cannot but again recommend the Decla- 
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May it pleaſe your Grace and your Lordſhips. | 
E the Clergy of the lower Houſe of Convocation. be- 
VV. ing called tafktuc, by Royal Authority, and Four 
Grace's Archiepiſcopal mandate to coaſult about ſuch mat- 

ters as concern the Safety, Advantage and Honour of this 

Church, de . think. our ſelves obliged, in the firſt Place 
above all things, to have all, due regard, to the ſound- 


nefß of its Doctrine, and to labour ſome effectual“ Provi- | 
ſion / againſt; its being corrupted and depraved; and there- 

ſore in all humble manner, we beg leave to remind your 

Lordſhips of the daring licenciouſneſs of the Prefs, ſo of- 
ten complain'd of, thro' which, there have for ſome Years 
| lait paſt, ſeveral Books deen printed, publiſ d FROST 


| where dilperſed, in which not only the Worſhip and Dif- 

5 eipline of the Church but the known Fundamentals of our 
Holy Religion have heen impugn'd, the Myſteries of our 
" | Faith have been expoſed, the Immortality of the Souls of 
4 


* . , , 4 . n 1 "= 9 7 


Men Fas been openly deny'd, and Principles utterly deſtru- 
ive of all Religion, whether natural or Revea led, have 
been maintain'd to the great Diſhlonour of God, the ap- 
parant hazard of many Souls, and the exceeding Scandat of 
this Charth' and” Nation. ot 199 300% 003 [Sv oth ory 
There are many other Things now lying before us, more 
5 to the Diſcipline of the Church, which 
we humbly conceive to be fit matter to be enquired into 
by à Convocation, as particularly, the many Clandeſtine 
Marriages which we daily hear of, as alſo the Scandal ſaid 
to*be given by Neglect, or Non-Obſervanoe of the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Laws and Canons now in Force, in Regard to Com- 
mutations. But theſe things requiring ſome Time to delibe- 
rate upon and digeſt, we rather chooſe to lay this Com- 
plaint againſt Heretical and Atheiſtical Books before your 
 Lordfhips by its felf, than by too long a Silence to be 
thought not ſufficiently ſenſible of the Miſchief which attends 
the Church, by the Means of ſuch audacious Writings! And 
in behalf of our ſelves and of the Clergy whom we repre-⸗ 
— ſent, we do moſt earneſtly beſeech your Lordſhips to take 
| this Matter inte yeur moſt Serious and-Paternal.Conſfideration, 
not doubting but that thro' your great Wiſdom and Intereſt 
with thoſe, in whom a ſufficient Power is lodg'd, to effect 
ſo good a Work, ſome ſpeedy Remedy may be found, and 
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TE, the Clergy of the lower Houſe of Convocation 
Lordſhips, the manifold Inconveniencies, to which we are 
4 _ hable . want of ſome” more eaſy and effectual Method, 
\ thantheres at preſeut for the recovering Rates made for ties 
| . Repair,of Churches and Chappels. We dg“ therefore make 


it our humble Requeſt to your Lordſhips, that vou would be 


n 


— 


* 


pleaſed to conſider, how far it may be proper for the two 
Houſes of Convocation, to join in preparing ſuch a Bill to 
de offered in Parliament, as may hereafter! inforce the rai- 
ting and collecting all ſuch Rates in the eaſieſt and ſpeedi- 
1 „ A. . {Ada with "th £7) die 1 Fberties oy om 
eſt manner, conhſtent . with the ancient Liberties of our 
Holy, Cturch, and the Eccleſiaſtical Jurifdiaion! "5-5 
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To the moſt Reverend the Lord Arch-Biſhop of Canter: 
- bury 8 Grace, and the Right Reverend the Biſhops 
his ſuſfragans. i ip 8 


The humble Repreſentation of the lower Houſe of Convocation. 
Aay it pleaſe your Grace and your Lordſhips. 


- 


: Aving received a Meſſage from your Grace by our Pro- 
locutor in the Seſſion December 15, by which we were 


cncouraged to hope, that againſt our next meeting with 


your Lordſhips on February 4. ſufficient Power might be pro- 


cured for the joint Diſpatch of Synodical ' Buſineſs ; we then 
thought it our Duty to employ ſeveral of our Members, 


in preparing on our Parts, during this long Receſs of your 

Lordſhips, ſuch Heads of 

ſhips grave and Wiſe Conſideration. 7 om 

- Accordingly we have duly weighed in our Houſe the fol- 

JJC an, 
That a general Neglect of diverſe Canons and Conſtitu- 

tions now in Force doth (among other great Inconvenien- 


lowing Articles and do with all Humility repreſent to your 


ces thence ariſing) tend to introduce ſuch Cuſtoms and Uſa- 
ges, as may in Time be interpreted to amount. to -a Pre- 
ſeription; and thereby the Authority and Force of the ſaid 

may be evaded, the Clergy looſe their undoubted Rights, 


and be involv'd in fruitleſs Conteſts and Law Suits with 
mheir Pariheas er. 3 77 4 


1. That matter of great Offence hath been Adminiſtred to 
pious Chriſtians; and many Evil Conſequences may ariſe from 


the Practiſe of ſuch Miniſters, who Read not the Common- 
Prayer Diſtinctly, Reverently, and Entirely (as by the Rubrick, 


and by the iqth Canon they are Oblig'd to do) without either 
Diminiſhing in regard of Preaching, or in any other reſpect, 


or Adding any thing in the Matter or form thereof. 


2. That there hath been a great neglect of bringing ſuch 
Igfants, as have been privately Baptized in the Church 5; fe tee 
Intent that the Congregation may be certify d thereof, and the Child 


be there recein”d as one of the'Flock of true'Chriftian People; as the 


Rubrick direct. And that the 'whjuſtifiable Uſe of the Form 


of publick Baptiſm in private Houſes hath leſſen'd the Reve- 
_ rence due to that Holy Office : And in ſome places Mh given 


Matters as being debated, and 
approv'd by us, might properly be offer'd, to your Lord- 


Opportunity to; berſons to Introduce into the Adminiſt ig: 
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18 "A Collectton, ccc. 
of that Holy Sacrament z,and occaſion'd thoſe undue Practices 
of mutilating the publick Form, and Baprizing without the Sign 
of the Croſs, or God-fathers and God-mothers. bet a 
3. That the Remiſſneſs of Church-Wardens in not making 
ſuch Provifion for the Adminiſtration of the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, as the Rubrick and Canons direct, hath in ſun- 
dry caſes given matter of Offence to good Chriſtians, and been 
the occaſion of much Indecency in the Celebration of that Holy 
Sacrament... nhl amy 5 In at var 5 
4. That the Apoſtles Rule concerning Decency and Order in 
the Publick Worſhip of God, and the direction of our Church 
in the 18th Canon anſwerable to that Rule, are in ſeveral 
Churches of this Province notoriouſly violated, by the irreve- 
rent and diſorderly behaviour of thoſe per ſons who preſume to 
Cover their Heads in the Church in the time of Divine Service; or 
do not in Kneeling, Standing, and other reſpects demean them- 
ſelves in ſuch manner as is by that Canon; and the Book of 
Common- Prayer requir'd; Or by Walking or Talking, or ot her 
ways diſturb the Service or Sermon, or without any ot her urgent or 
neceſſary cauſe, depart aut of the Church during the time of the Ser- 
vice or Sermon . 3, I 


F. That notwithſtanding the Exemplary Care of many Bi- 
hops in the Admiſſion of Perſons into Holy Orders (for which 
we. have great reaſon to bleſs God, and to be thankful to their 
Lord ſhips) yet to our Grief, in ſome Dioceſes, the Conditions 
in that regard preſcrib'd by the 33, 34, and 35th Canons have 
not been 'obferv'd. On the contrary, the little cauſon uſed 
by ſome in Granting, and by others in allowing of Letters Te- 
ſtimonial; the not inſiſt ing on true, certain, and ſufficient Ti- 
tles; the want of a ftrict and diligent Examination of ſuch as 
offer themſelves to be Ordain'd'; and an unneceſſary Ordina- 
tion of Perſons without either Univerfity Degrees or Educati- 
on, continue to be juſt! matter of Complaiat : And it were 
further to be wiſhed, that the Ordination of Miniſters might 
de always enter'd in the Publick Regiſters of their reſpective 
Dioceſs, in fo particular and Authentick a manner, as to af- 
ford ſufficient Evidence for the detecting ſuch Perſons as forge 
Letters of Orders, and to provide againſt the Inconveniences 
which may ariſe to the Clergy upon any loſs of their Letters of 
Orders, which hath ſome time happen . 
5. That frequent Abuſes have happen'd to the great Scandal 
of the Church, and the juriſdiction thereof by the neglect of 
the 103 Canon, which Appoints, that before any Licenſe for the 
Celebration of Matrimony be granted, it ſhall appear to the 
Judge, by the Oaths of two ſufficient Witneſſes (one of them to be 


known 
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known to the Fudge himſelf, or ſome An Perſon of good Reputation 
then preſent, and known Likewiſe, to rhe 5 Fudge) that the expreſs 


Conſent or Parents (or Parent f one be Dead) or Guardians or 


Guardian of the Parties is "thereunto had and obtain d: As alſo by 


the irregular Granting of Licenſes of Marriage contrary to the 
true Intent of the 102 Canon, which provides that, One Cond;- 
tion of every Security taken upon Granting any Licence be, that Ma- 
trimony ſhall be Celebrated in the Pariſh Church or Chapel where one 
ef the Parties dwelleth, and in no other place; as likewiſe by the 
Practice of Miniſters, who (contrary to the expreſs Prohibition 

of the 62 Canon) do under any pretence whatſoever joyn any Per- 
ſons in Marriage at any ti me, but only between the Hours of Eight 
and Twelve in the Morning, or in any place but in the Pariſh Church 
or Chapel, where one of them dwelleth; and moreover by the evil 
 Guſtom of lodging blank Licences in improper hands. And we 
xpreſs our hearty Concern, that notwithſtanding 

the Wiſe Proviſions made by the Laws Eccleſiaſtical and Givi 
againſt Clandeſtine Marriages, there ſhould ſtill be found Per: 
ſons being, or pretending to be in Holy Orders, who frequently 


tranſgreſs the ſaid Laws, to the Diſhonour of the Church, and 


the Ruine of many Families. . 
7. That Perſons Excommunicate, and not reforming them- 
ſelves within three Months, have not every fix Months enſuing, 
been openly Denounced, both in the Pariſh Church, and the Ca- 


thedral of the Dioceſs where they remain, in ſuch manner as 


is preſcrib'd by the 65th Canon. For want of which Publick 
and repeated denunciation, the good Ends Propoſed in that 


Canon have been fruſtrated and the Sentence of Excommu- 


nication hath been rendred leſs awful and effectual than it 
ought. to be. JJC Cad DIE Ny 12142 


«ft - 
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8. That Commutations of Penance without the Know- 
ledge of the Biſhop, and the Fervency of ſuch Commuta- 
tions, even for ſlight Sums and in improper Caſes, and the 
private Diſpoſal of the Money) thence ariſing, without no- 
tifying the ſame to the ( J | 

Exil Conſequences, , as they tend greatly to diſcourage 


Church-Wardens from preſenting - Offenders ; - as they art 
inſufficient for removing the Scandal given to the Church, 
and for reforming the Perſons ſo allowed to commute ; and 


are plainly, repugnant, to a, Conſtitution made in the Year 


 Monebs -Spipenton ta be Inflited, by the" Biſhop, © 
9. That the - ſuffering of Perſons, to inſtract Youth, 45 


| 1597; which, forbids ſuch Abuſes, under the Penalty of three 


Tutors or School Maſters, without ſuch. Licence, from the 
Ordinary as is requir d by the Ad of Uniformity and the 


=. i. 


Zongregation; are Practices of very 
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77th. Canon, hath given Occaſion and Encouragement to 
ſeveral ignorant and diſaffected Perſons to erect Seminaries ; 

wherein not only Academical Learning is pretended to be 
taught to the Prejudice of the two Univerſities M but as we 
are informed and perſwaded fach Principles are alſo inſtil- 
led into Vouth, as tend to perpetuate the Schiſm we now 
labour under, and to ſubvert the eſtabliſn'd Conſtitution. 
ic. That Perſons have been admitted to be Chancellours 
or Oſßficials, aud as ſuch, to exercife Eccleſiaſtical jur iſdicti- 
on, who have not taken any Degree in any Univerſity: The 
Advancement of , which , Perſons, not qualified with De- 

grees of Schools to Offices of ſo great Truſt and Autho- 
rity, is, as we conceive, againſt. the true Intereſt and mean- 
ing of the 127th Canon, as well as againſt the declared 
Opinion of the Arch-Biſhop and Biſhops in the Year of our 
Lord 1571. That, Quivis Cancellarius,, Commiſſarius & 'Offiei- 


. 


alis erit inſtitutus in Legibus  Eccleſtaſticis & Ciojlibus, qui in 
Scholis Doctrina nomine gradum 'aliquem 7 note, and doth 
manifeſtly tend to the Diſcouragement of the Study, and 
Profeſſion of the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Laws, to the Preju- 
dice of the Univerſities, and to the impairiug of the Digni- 


1 


ty of thoſe Offices. 


0 ” 


* 11%. That the DefeRive Preſentments of Church Wardens, 
and the Connivence of thoſe” who by the 26:h and the't 17th. 
Canons are empower'd and requir'd to puniſh ſuch Church- 
Wardens, as willfully. neglet . their Duty, haye been one 
great Cauſe of the prefent Decay of Church-Diſcipline 
and Neglect of the Eccleſiaſtical . JurifdiQion ; and that 
Church-Wardens have been greatly diſcouraged from doing 
their Puty in. this Reſpect, by the Remiſneſs of Eecleſiaſti- 
cal Judges and their Officers, in not proſecuting fuch mat - 
1 5 and Perſons, as have at any Time, been preſented to 
. That..the Credit ad: Influence” of the Eccleſiaſtical = 
=. Juriſdiction hath. been much. tmpaird; by the corrupt Pra- 
Alice of Regiſters in taking (contray to the 1350 Canon) 


her or greater Fees than ſuch at were certified to the moſt Re- | 
| 1 verend the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury in the Tear 1597. and by 
| 


him; ratified and approved. And that great Occaſion hath been 
Sixen to their Exackions in this Point, by the Impunit7 
= With w hich they have been permitted to Tranſgreſs the 
4136½% Canon, Conſtititing and, Apprinting that ever) Register 
pal place two Tables containing the feueral Rates and Sums of all 
the ſaid Fes. One in the ufual Place or Confiffory where the Court 
is kevt and the other in his Regiſtry, and both of them in jo 
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ſort as that every Perſon, whom it concerneth, may without Diffi-- 
culty come to the View and peruſal thereof, and take a Copy of, 
them, and that 1 2 offending againſt the ſaid Canon, ſhall 
be ſuſpended from the Execution of their Office. | ot 
13. That the ſuffering of the Seal of any Juriſdiction, t » 
be kept by any other Perſon, but either the Judge himſelf 
or his lawfal' Subſtitute exerciſing Juriſdiction for him (con 
trary to the 124th Canon) hath occaſioned many clandeſtine. 
and corrupt Practiſes whereby Eccleſiaſtical Judges have been 
much defrauded, their Authority abuſed, and the Acts and 
Proceedings of their Courts defamed and viſited. And that 
like Inconveniences have happened by ſending out Proceſ- 
ſes of Quorum Nomina, without firſt expreſly entring the 
Names of all ſach as are thereby to be cited, and a Sub- 
' ſcription of the ſaid Proceſſes and Names by the Judge or 
his Deputy, which Circumſtances: are directed and required 
by the 120 nn. r 
134. That many great Inconveniencies have enſued, and 
may hereafter ariſe by the Neglect of Regiſters in not cau- 
fing all Teſtaments exhibited into their Offices to be regiſter'd with- 
in 4 convenient Time, according to the Direction given in the 
T3 Arth Canon; as alſo by the Non: Obſervance of the 1 26h Canon 
which Orders and Enjcyns that all ſuch Poſſeſſors and Exerciſers. 
c peculiar FJuriſdiction, as have no \known, nor certain Regiſters, 
nor publick Place to keep their Records in, ſhall one in every Tear ex- 
hibit, into the publick Regiſtry of the Biſhop of the Dicceſs, or of the. 
De an and Chapter, under whoſe Juriſdiction the ſaid Peculiars are. 
every. Original Teftament of every Perſon in that time deceaſed, aud. 
by os proved in their ſeveral peculiar Furiſdictions, or a-true Copy 
| of every ſuch Teſtament examined, ſubſcribed, and ſealed, by the. ect 
liar Judge and his Notary. AF AT rl > 
15. That the exacting of Exceflive Fees for Collations. and 
AIngaſtitutions, and particularly. the obliging, the Clergy at their 
Inſtitution to pay great and unreaſonable Fees to the Biſhops 
for Sequeſtration, Relaxation, and for the Apparitors laying of 
\ both, and afterwards refuſing them, Induction unleſs they will - 
pay the ſame'Fees over again to the Arch-Deacons Regiſter. 
as alſo the multiplying of Fees for Sequeſtration and Relaxa- 
tion, where there are ſeveral Chappels of Eaſe under the one 
Mother- Church, are a great and very oppreſſive Burthen 
16. That from the, 137 Canon Concerning Fees to be paid for 
fhewing Letters of Order and other Licences, Occaſion hath been 
taken unneceſſarily to multiply Inſtruments, and to demand 
of the Clergy. at Viſitations Fees for more. Inſtruments, than 
W PE era cri oth oY ee one Co 


they had or were Bound to exhibire, and contrary to the ex- 
preſs Words of that Canon, whole Fees for ſuch Inſtruments 
have been demanded and paid, more than once in the time of 
the ſame Biſhop. . A eee een Mt tt) hana. 
17. That great Trouble aud Charge have been occaſion'd 
to ſeveral Miniſters, thro' the Default and Misbehavieur of 
Sub- Collectors, and other Officers employed in the receiving 
the Tenths, who have either demanded and taken arbitrary 
and exceſſiveFees, in Diſcharge of fuchTenths,as have not been 
paid in Time; or in proſpe& of ſome undue Advantage, have 
ſuffered Tenths to lye long in Arrear, to the Prejudice of ſuc- 
ceeding Miniſters, who by that negle& ſtand often charged 
with the Debts of their Predeceſſors s.. 
18. That great Encroachments have been made upon the 
Rights and Poſſeſſions of the Church, by the general Neglect of 
procuring and preſerving true Notes and Terriers of Glebe 
Lands and other Poſſeſſions belonging to Churches, as is or- 
dain'd by the 87th Canon. FTF 
109. That due Care hath not been taken to obſerve that Sta- 
tate (29 Car. zdi. Chap. 8.) which enacts that every Arch-Bi- 
ſhop, Biſnop, Dean and Chapter, ſhall cauſe every Leaſe or Grant 
wherein any Augmentation for the uſe of any Vicar or Curate is 
made to be enter'd in a Book of Parchment to be kept by their 
Regiſters, and that the ſaid Entry being examined by the re- 
ſpective Arch-Biſhop, Biſhop, Dean, and Chapter and by them 
atteſted in the ſaid Book to be a true Copy, (and that the Aug- 
mentation was intended for ſuch Uſe) ſhall be as Record, 
24 Copy whereof proved by Witneſſes ſhall be Evidence at 
Law. For want of which Care many Vicars and Curates may. 
de deprived of the Benefit intended them, by that wholeſome 
n , nv. Suh” ww - 
20. That in fome late Editions of the Holy Bible, and of the 
_—_ the Church ſeveral groſs Errors have been com- 
21. This Houfe had alſo intended to have offer'd to your 
_ Lordſhips a Repreſentation (long ſince prepared by their Com- 
mittee, and which had it not been for your Lordſhips long Re- 
ceſs would have been timely laid before you) concerning the 
open Immorality and Profaneneſs of the Stage, and of the inſuf- 
TLerable Liberty there taken, to expoſe ſacred Things and Per- 
ſons, which hath given juſt Matter of Scandal and Grief to all 
ſerious Chriſtians, and hath been one chief Occaſion of that 
Corruption of Manners and Contempt of Religion which at 
Preſent prevail. But they find themſelves happily prevented 
in this Inſtance by the pious Care of her Majeſty che late 
. £:-4h4& 4 | 4: 5 ; | racr 


and Godly Concern for Religion, whether this Houſe may not be 
permitted to join with your Lord ſnips in an Addreſs to her Majeſty, 
expreſſing our humble Thanks for the ſeaſonable Interpoſition of her 
Royal Authority, towards remedying theſe Licencions Practices, and 


our earneſt Deſire and Prayer that it may be effe&ual throughly to 


ſuppreſs the ſame. _ 
35 Pleaſe your Grare and your Lordſhips. 

T eſe Articles we Humbly lay before your Lordſhips, in hopes 
1 that ſome at leaſt of the Grievances therein Repreſented, 
may appear to your Lordſhips (as all of them do to us) worthy of 

preſent Deliberation and Redreſs. 5 

Wie have choſe to offer them in general, without ſpecifying on 

each Head the particular Facts on which they are grounded ; as 

judging this Method of Application moſt decent and molt agreeable 
to Ancient Precedents. We ſhall be ready nevertheleſs to bring in 
due Form ſpecial Proof of theſe general Suggeſtions, wherever it 


ſhall be thought wanting, and when ever your Lordſhips ſhall be 


pleaſed to demand it. 
See the Anſwer to this, Numb. XIX. 
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Numb. XVII. February 23. 170. 

| I By the Lower Houſe of Convocation. 5 
PPP ͤ / 237660 
Order d, Hat Mr. Prolocutor, Mr. Dean of Vinche ter, Dr. Ed- 
. wards, Dr. Smairidge, and Dr. Atterbury do attend Mr. 
Speaker of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, and acquaint him 


1 —— @_ 


— 3 


that after the Clergies having waited on Her Majeſty, with their 
moſt Humble Sence of her unexampled Bounty to her poor Clergy, 
the Lower Houſe of Convocation cannot but take notice, with how 


much Kindneſs and Generoſity your ſelf, Sir, aud the Honourable: 


Houſe of Commons had prevented them, by your Addreſs upon the 


fame Subject, wherein you have been pleaſed not only to expreſs your 
readineſs to aſſiſt and further her Majeſties moſt Charitable Inten- 
tions, but ſo far likewiſe to eſpouſe the Intereſt of the Clergy, as to 


pay your wn moſt hearty thanks on their behalf. 


Our Houſe, Sir, Commands me to return their moſt hearty ac- 


knowledgments to you, aud to that Honourable Houſe, for this fo 
ſingular a favour z which you have enlarged by promiſing to purſue 
ſuch Methods as may beſt conduce to the 9 Honour, Intereſt, 
and future Security. of the Church of England, as now by Law Eſta- 


bliſh'd. And they beg leave at the ſame time with the moſt ſenſible. 
5 5 ; | Gratitude. 


F Collection, cc. 23 
Order given for repreſſing and reſtraining ſuch great Enormities for 
the future. They ſubmit it however to your Lordſhips great Wiſdom, 


| AC: E Collection, &c. 


Gratitude to Profeſs, that they cannot have any greater affuratice of 
what your Honourable Houſe has now Promiſed, than the conſtant 
experience _ have had of what it has always Perform'd. 
H. Aldrich, Frolocutor. 


For the Reverend Dr. Aldrich; Dean of Chriſt-Church, ad Prolocutor of 
8 the Lower * Houſe of Convocation. 


| Reverend . 

Acquainted the Houſe this Day, with what you were pleaſed to 

cCommunicate to me Yeſterday from the Lower Houſe of Convo- 
cation. I alſo did Read to the Houſe the Order of Thanks which 
Fyou'left with me, which I am to acquaint you was receiv'dwith that 
Reſpect and Affection which is juſtly due to that Reverend and 
Learned Body of the Clergy. - I will not at this time leſſen this pub- 

lick Acknowledgment by any mention of my own perſonal Zeal and 

Deference for your Houſe, which upon another occaſion will be more 


properly ex reſſed by, Reverend Sir, 
Ny oa 4 Tour moſt Faithful, and moſt 
2 A moſt FEA Service 4% hint og” Ld: l Ts ar 
attend thoſe other Reve- 3 
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Nach. XVIII. March. . 1701 


To the moſt Retarand the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and the ne 
|, Reverend the Biſhops of the Upper Houſe C. Conporation,. 


34 it Pleaſe your Grace and your Lordſhips.” | po "iy 
Our dutiful Clergy of the Lower Houſe of inn have 
: been, and ſtill are grieved to find themſelves under a neceſſity 
of making to your Lordſhips any Complaints relating to their 
Rights. Nevertheleſs the Enjoyment. of their Rights. is of ſo high 
concern to them, and ſome of thoſe Rights have by late Preſidents, 
deen ſo far endanger'd, that we cannot with ſafety to the Conſtituti- 
on, be any longer ſilent concerning them. 
We do therefore in behalf of the whole Clergy of the Province, 
humbly Repreſent to your Lordſhips, that as often as a new Parlia- 
ment and Convocation are call'd, the Deans, Archdeacons, Capitu- 
lar, and Dioceſan Clergy of fhis Province, have an undoùbted Right 
to be actually Summon'd, not only in Virtüe of her Majeſty's Writ 
of Convocation, and of your Grace's Provincial” Mandate purſiaft 
thereto, but alſo according to the Tenor of the Clauſe Premwunient?s 
in your Lordſhips ſeveral Parliament Writs; and that notwith- 
; Randi this the ir. -undounted. RiShr,, the Execution of that Clauſe 
; & $4 upon 
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having a Prolocutor Choſen, and Admitted at the beginning of eyery 
Convocation, and as often as that cd dale e VHCABG)DY; 
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upon the Lower COTE therein Gauen , hath been omitted in ma- 


ny Dioceſes, and s (that o 2 or ther Majeſty's Pro- 
vincial Wordt do chi. is pr Freien 8 t Convocati nl Aud oof Wee Min- 
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And further we eonceive it to be t by Bight Gf our E oule to aſſume 


an:Acuarygoand- to: have a, convenient place Aſlign'd for our De- 
bates And (as we ownlour ſelves Qbli bra 00 Sit When your Lord-, 
ſhips ſhall think fit to Appoint your Sell 
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fox ſeveraFWeeks falk paſt, thereby to confine me in ſuch man- 
ner, that, I could notatrend the publick Baſineſs, either in Parlia- 
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That Payer was not Read on that Metqorable T Day, the time the 
ing with fo great Reaſontaken up in Forming and Preſenting an ad- 
drefs of Thanks to her Majeſty,” for removing 


But on the next Synodical Day, your pre en Was Read 
8 Subſtitute, __ the reſt of my Suffragans then with-him, 
nd Order has been given for the making ies both for the 
Biſhops, Who, I truſt, win mah e the proper uſe 
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We therefore think it our indiſpenſible Duty, to do whatever in 

us lies, for the Time to come, in order. to filence that Complaint, 
which we have conſtantly and earneſtly endeavour'd for the Time 
paſt to prevent. For'we beg leave to obſerve to your Lordſhips; that 
Whatever blame the whole Convocation may lie under for -hav- 
ing made ſo little progreſs in Buſineſs relating to the Publick good of 
the Church, yet the Clergy of the lower Houſe have all along made 
ſuch Advances therein, that they have been rather accuſed —— 

toe forward than cenfurid for their Remiſſnefs. s. 
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2 . rs Progreſs had without doubt been made in the diſpatch 
of publick Buſineſs, had ir not been interrupted by the unhappy 
diſpttes between the two Houſes, concerning the Manner of Syno- 
dical Proceedings. And we ſhould think our Selves juſtly charga- 
ble with all the Evil Conſequences of thoſe Diſputes; if our Confer- 
ences did not bear the Teſtimony; that we neither taiſed them, nor 
after their rife, omitted any means which we could poſſibly.contrive 
for bringing them to a regular Determination. 
We had Hopes that all differences between the two Houſes about 
Forms would more eaſily and ſooner be compoſed; if both entered 
upon Buſineſs of that weight and Moment, as it might juſtiy be con 
ceivel all the Fathers and Sons of the Church would wnanimouſly 
promote: Aud the wer Houſe would with Gladneſs have reve 
bvedſany Directious, which your Lordſhips in your gredt Wiſdom 
| ſhould have been pleaſed to have given them for the goad'of this 
Church: But when nothing of this kind was offered to them by 
your Lord ſhip's, your” Clergy thought they might, without being 
guilty of too great Preſumption, make their humble Applications 
about ſuch matters to ydur Lord ſhissdʒʒ 10000 
- They did accordingly ſome Yeats ſince lay before your Lordſhips 
ſeyeral Pgſitions' (extracted out of a Book EntitYd Chriſtianity mot 
Aliſterious, and bearing the Name of J. Toland) which they judg' d 
to be dangerous, pernicious, ſcandalous and deſtructive of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, and did pray your Lord ſhips Concurrenre with their Re- 
I ſolutions, together with your Advice and Directions what effectu- 
A cCdurſe might be taken td ſuppreſs pernicious Books, writtewa- 
gainſt the Truthof the Chriſtian Religion, and ſo to prevent the Pub- 

ll cation of the like for the future; *your Lord ſnips were not pleas d 
 hereupon to declare to the lower Hauſe your Opinions 8 
the Poſitions preſented to you, or concerning the Bdok in which 
tuey were contain'd which Was at the ſame time laid before our 
Lordlhips; or to give! your'Cleygy the Advice and Directions which 

they Humbly ter WY 1:503-08 5:7] TIGIO ON DAIVER er 2175 5 

Alter this ſeveral” other Books were publiſhed. of rhe: like per- 
[/nicidus Nature and tendency, and it manifeſtly appear'd that the 
Adverſaries of bf Holy Faith were Wo far from being Sager, 
bern 7 . that 
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that they proceeted: td MWentrthert impious Options ieh greater 
aſſurduce and lioencioùmeſß. 10 i mod mi ant 108 290% en 
The Lower Houſe: in this Gonvobatiom id in all humble Main, = 
ner remind your Eord ſhi ps bf cthis da ring liberty. of the Freſs, 
through which ſeveral ungodhy Books wete . ſkillodiſper ſd, and did- 


tben more particularly point iat a:iScandatous Bqok in Which the. 
immontaliry of the! Sud Df H,¾Ins openlioOdenieds Hat ufighicir; 
ent otice was; not taken Gf ſuch HK byixeaſpn whale! Ü. 
Honourable Houſe oftG@nmods ibtongbtithiy Matter underdtheir 
 Connizance; andipatied»d cenfire:uporobe;'att the Books NY eur 
Clergy: romplain d of, to che great Honour of og Bady;-and.go0t 
without reproach upon the Convocation then fitting. Lhe Glergy 
of the lower Houſe found noiSnaceſs; from thele their reitterated 
Addreſſes 0 ypurkoudſhips; who had hee pleaſetb tp acquaint; them, 
that upon couſulting Eouncel: learnediũ the aN n er ning He- 
reticah»Impiovs, and Immoxal Books;:you covlehnatfindibayyyi withe 
out a Royal Licence vun had ſuſſicient Authority to cenſure Ju- 
dicially any ſuch- Books; Wherefore the? they were fully atis fied that 
Vour bordſhips migbt have complied with ! their deſites owthont a 
 Royaldycenqe,opmight baycrobt4 fda \Lidenceafiragquifite; yet they = 
yibre;uuwillidg to preſs your Lrd ſhips any; farther upon that head, 
and went bn to la before our Lord ſni ps other matters, im oyhich 
there could be: no doubt hut your] Bord ſhips might interpoſe your 
Epi ſcopalo Authority without the intervention of a» Noyal Licence. 
IJhey dic therefore humbly: preſent to your Lordihip ſeveral Arti- 
cbescof Gtievanctg, in hopes: that ſome f them at, leaſt hrauld 
peæar to yqur Lord ſtũ ps, as all; ofa thema did co: cheme:wor ti o 
preſent Deliberation and Redreſs, your Grace :was :plcalet tot. 
_ quatatcthemry flat an! order had been given tor making) out Co- 
Spies of that Repreſentation, both for the preſent and abſent Biſhops, 
who yout: Grate: truſted” would make the proper Uſe of tbem at 
Lal times, andi eſpecially iat tbeir Miſitations, andqwonld alſo call up- 
Don their reſpective: Arch-Heaconsi tende afl bfhatr was? im their 
Fower, in Fheirs : to give them fart her Informations gad to redreſs 
Jahbuſes as fax cas may be. Vu ClergY had very much rejoĩee co de 
iqformed by yonr Lord ſſi ps, tiiat Auch Uſe hath: been made as your 
Gnace truſt ed would be of that Repreſentation, and ſhall be ver 
Tthaukful to your Lord ſhiꝑs for Mhat they hal Jearn hath been done 
7 by your: Loed ſhips fon theo Reſtreſs piothee Abults,: and: af anyit ng. 
remaias furthet te he dane theręia deal the dower: Houſe = 
ill gladly join bvich vohr. Lendfhips 38:40; godd an negeſſary a 
Work, as having no other End in their View,, hut a Refermation of 
ſuch things as ate amiſs, utterly dete ſting from their Hearts any 
ſuch: ſiuiſter Intention ias they have, been unjuſtly charged with, of 
bringing an Odium upon ydur Lord ſhips, by: the Repreſentation they 
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ot how we can in ſeveral caſes conformably to the Rubricks 
i Canons of the Church, in repelling ſuch Perſons às are unwör⸗ 
thy, and particularly notorious Schiſmaticks, without x panng our 
ſelves to Vexatious and Expenſive Suits at Lan. Wet herefore miſt 
humbly 554 859 hl n ips, in Tench 1 50 che 
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Diſfenting Aenne the Rights of the Clergy, 
their frequent pr) efuning 70, 890 ram if of Baſs 0 
tiſm in private Non-Licencd "Elo 8, 18 189 uſ 259 fon 
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your een, would, be pleag d to '7 ui der Tg fave 
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We cannot without great concern. Obſerye how, the Numplrs of 
Non-Licenced Schools and Seminaries are 0 ty'd, 850 the dan- 
gers ariſing from them daily e and.un er a Ence of 
what may be the Leal en of ſuch irre fa rot erlel as g 
no Security to Chur Which 
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at this time moſt — * to beſeech your Lor 177 ch Would 
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| May it Pleaſe) Son Grace ad your - Lordſhi x eres ans 00 
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12 ying before your Lordſhips our Complaints againſt the Right N 
ig —_ the Lor Biſhop of dg And as unwilling a a we are to multi- 
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ſome meaſure to have gt hy ould we continue ſilent under. it.” 
The . Repreſentation of Grievances, which we offerd to Four 


Lordſhips laſt Winter, was, as we humbly conceive, 19 7 up. in a 


very In offenſive and Reſpectful manner, and h 17 5 accordi: gl / a very 
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